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Good morning. I am a member, League of Women Voters. I am here to speak in support of the ordinance to rename Congress Parkway for the great Chicago journalist and activist, Ida B. Wells. I want to start by thanking Aldermen King and Reilly for leading this effort.

I am an African-American woman and I have lived in Chicago my whole life. When I was a little girl, my mother used to take me and my sisters downtown to see Buckingham Fountain. I noticed the street names as we walked along Columbus Drive: here was Randolph on one end, then Washington, Madison, all the way down to Balbo. I asked my mom about these names. And the experience became part of my early history lessons. 

A picture formed in my mind of all these men standing together for a snapshot – complete with funny hats and powdered wigs. I didn’t think to myself, “Why are there no women or African-American names up there.” I took it as given that these – the people on the signs – were the people who shaped our history. 

The question has come up: “How about a monument to Ida B. Wells?” And I fully support her great-grandchildren’s work to commission a monument in Bronzeville. But one does not cancel out the need for the other. A monument will rightly honor the life of this amazing woman who worked tirelessly for civil rights and women’s suffrage – this is a particularly appropriate time to honor. But a downtown street named after her does something different and just as important: it is about all of us, it will fill a hole in the story of who we are as a city, who we are as Chicagoans.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The city council has a special opportunity here to lead, to set an example for the nation; and to give us – the people of Chicago – the opportunity to know and be proud of our story. Just think of what it will be like: Thousands of people will interact with Ida B. Wells Drive every day. People riding the Number 6 bus to work or school will hear, “next stop Ida B. Wells Drive.” Friends out for a night of music or dance at the Auditorium Theater will say “Let’s meet up at the corner of Michigan and Ida B. Wells Drive.” The City’s Taste of Chicago website will direct people to food and music tents set up along Ida B. Wells Drive. For those little girls and boys who – like I did -  imagine a snapshot of our leaders: standing next to the white men in wigs will be this brown-skinned woman. Together, these names weave a story of the diverse communities that define Chicago and America, and remind us that this is one of our greatest strengths. As we traverse Ida B. Wells Drive, we  will take it as a given that both men and women, white and people of color, are important parts in the story of who we are as a city, who we are as a nation. 


